[Ovocyte vitrification: a tool for the future].
Ovocyte vitrification was finally authorized by the new law voted in July 2011 upon the revision of the French bioethics law. Expected for 30 years, cryopreservation of female gametes had a major impact on Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ART) practice worldwide and in our country. It brought tremendous changes in the field of reproductive biology, from intraconjugal infertility management to gamete donation, through autologous cryopreservation for fertility preservation. Although it appears to be "obvious", ovocyte vitrification seems to be barely used as a routine technique in French IVF laboratories. We will discuss the events that led to the present situation. We will also tackle the expected benefits of ovocyte vitrification especially as an alternative to embryo freezing.